CHAPTER XLVIII
I HAVE promised not to weary you with details of strategy, but as the battle of Essling and the unforeseen events which hindered us from winning a brilliant victory have been widely discussed, I think I ought to make some remarks upon the •causes which led to that result, all the more so that they have been misdescribed by a Frenchman, who has imputed to the Emperor mistakes which he did not commit. General Eogniart, in his work c Considerations on the Art of War' asserts that at Essling Napoleon fell thoughtlessly into a trap which the Archduke set for him when he ordered the centre of his army to retire and draw the French forward while he was having the bridges broken, their destruction having been already arranged. Not only is this assertion contrary to the truth, but, as I think I showed in my criticism addressed to General Eogniart in 1820, it is absurd. As a matter of fact a                            if the Archduke knew that he had under his hand the means
$!'                           of destroying the bridges, why did he not have them broken
|/                            on the  evening of the 21st,  when not more than 25,000
French, troops had crossed to the left bank, whom with the 125,000 at his disposal, he could make sure of destroying or capturing ?    Would not this have been better than leaving i<                            the passage of the river open to Napoleon all night, thus
enabling him to double the force which he could oppose to the enemy ? If, again, he had arranged the destruction of the bridges, why did he during the afternoon of the 21st lose four or five thousand men in attacking the villages of Essling and Aspern ? It would have been much wiser to wait till Mass6na's corps, having its retreat cut off', should be •obliged to capitulate. Why, finally, did he on the morning of the 22nd renew his furious attacks upon Essling and
Iiven across the Alps. The Archduke John had been thrown back across the Danube into Hungary, which opened the communications between the Viceroy and the Grand Army, of which his troops henceforward formed the right wing, posted opposite Pressburg.Danube to a pointateful for my 1 General Pelet also contradicts the story.
